
BITCH IN: SHEELA LAMBERT

une 2009 marked the aoth anni-
versary of the Stonewall Riots
and the beginning of the LGBT

civil rights movement. Yet myths
about bisexuality continue to satu-
rate public opinion: It's a fad. Bi men
are just too scared to come out of
the closet as "really" gay. Bi women
just want to attract more men. If you
date one, he/she will definitely cheat
on you. The lack of positive images
of bisexuals in media and pop cul-
ture doesn't help. (Tila Tequila? No
thanks!) And that's where Sheela
Lambert, founder of the Bi Writers
Association (BWA), comes in.

Since 2006, BWA has worked

to end biphobia one click at a

time, and has grown to be an

indispensable resource on the

web for bisexual writers and

readers alike. The free service

lets members get writing tips,

promote bisexual visibility in the

media, and share information

about upcoming educational and

social events, as well as opportu-

nities for bisexual activism.

Lambert's own freelance writ-

ing career sparked the project.

"I wanted to be able to talk to

other bi writers-to ask ques-

tions and get advice and sup-

port," she says. "I thought that if

we banded together it would be

a good way of getting word out

whenever an article on bisexual-

ity was published."

As the group began to grow-

it now has more than 200 mem-

bers-opportunities for advocacy

cropped up. The annual Lambda

Literary Awards, for instance,

which honor LGBT literature, had

no category for bisexual litera-

ture until BWA lobbied for it. A

bisexual category was added in

2006 and has become a perma-

nent fixture at the awards.
Lan';bert's history of bisexual

activism began long before

she launched BWA. In 2000,

along with transgender activist

Pauline Park, she founded New

York City's Coalition for Unity

and Inclusion, which sought to

change the name of the city's

influential Lesbian & Gay Com-

munity Services Center to reflect

its bisexual constituency. Lambert

also joined Heritage of Pride, the

organization that planned the

city's Pride events, in an effort to

make them more welcoming to

bisexuals. "That was painful for

me and all of the other bi people.

You know, 'We're here, We're

queer' and we have to march in
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1. BINET USA
binetusa.org

This nonprofit-which advocates for "bisexual, pansexual, fluid

and all other of us 'somewhere in between' people as well as

their lesbian, gay, transgender, 'straight but not narrow' and

questioning friends and allies"-is the longest-running bisexual

organization in the United States. Talk about inclusion!

2. THE FENCE
thefence.ca

"The Fence is a cool bi women's zine," says Lambert. The name

of the zine is a sarcastic nod to the stereotype of bisexuals as

"fence-sitters," but creator Cheryl Dobinson fights this per-

ception each issue with a diverse selection of fierce bisexual

women's voices.

3. NATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN TASK FORCE
thetaskforce.org

Lambert insists that "even though their name has not yet been

changed, NGLTF is the most bi- and transgender-inclusive LGBT

rights organization out there." Since 1973, the organization has

been a political force working to resist marginalization in legisla-

tion and promote equality.

4. BI MAGAZINE
bimagazine.org

Affiliated with the American Institute of Bisexuality, this webzine

offers reviews and features on bisexuality in the media. Writeups

on literature, film, TV, and visual arts are intended to facilitate

"increased understanding and visibility for bisexuality."

5. TRANSCENDING BOUNDARIES CONFERENCE
transcendingboundaries.org

Started as a project of BiNet USA, this conference is for "bisex-

ual, transgendered, and intersexed people and our allies," and its

mission is to provide a safe place of inclusion and open dialogue.

a lesbian and gay pride parade?

We're not allies, we're not friends.

We are part of this community,"

says Lambert.

Both efforts paid off: In 2001,

the Lesbian & Gay Community

Services Center was renamed

the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual &
Transgender Community Center.

And the following year, Heritage

of Pride changed the names of

their events to the Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual, Transgender Pride

March, Festival, Dance, and Rally.

These days, Lambert is busier

than ever putting the B in LGBT,

organizing events like the bian-

nual Bi Lines: A Celebration of

Bisexual Writing in Reading,

Music, and Theater, sponsor-

ing a book drive for New York

City's LGBT Community Center

library to amp up its bisexual

section, writing commentaries

on bisexuality in pop culture for

her column at Examiner.com,

and planning social events for

Bi Women of All Colors, another

group she cofounded. And she's

not exhausted yet. "The bi com-

munity is still fighting this notion

that bisexual people don't even

exist. So we [still) have a lot of

work to do." -Elona E.Jones
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